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The Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors is a non-

profit organization and was established on September 30, 1959.              
MIFDI's mission is "to promote fire department training and  

education by the mutual sharing of knowledge".  

THE MIFDI OFFICERS - 2023 

President: Captain Mark W. Roche, Newton Fire Department  (Retired) 
Vice President: Deputy Chief Christopher Kelley, Concord Fire Department (Retired) 
Secretary: Vacant 
Treasurer: Firefighter / Instructor Michael McLeieer, Merrimac Fire Department (Retired) 
 
THE MIFDI BOARD of DIRECTORS 
Terms Expire 2024 
Chief Thomas Conway, III, Billerica Fire Department (Retired) 
Assistant Chief Robert MacKendrick, Lynnfield Fire Department (Retired) 
Chief Richard Gomes, Norton Fire Department (Retired) 
 
Terms Expire 2023 
Firefighter / Instructor Michael McLeieer, Merrimac Fire Department (Retired) (Past President) 
Chief James M. Vuona, Shrewsbury Fire Department 
 
EDITOR 
Firefighter / Instructor Scott D. Maker, Merrimac Fire Department (Retired) 
 
 
 

VISIT US ON THE WEB!   
www.mifdi.org 

E-MAIL– mifditreasurer@escapeinc.org 
 
 
 
 

©Copyright 2023, MIFDI 
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2023 Membership Application & Invoice  

Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2023  
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Membership Information 

   
Name  ______________________________________________________ 
 

Address  ____________________________________________________ 
 

City & State  _________________________________________________  
 

Zip Code  ___________________________________________________  
 

Phone (Home)  _______________________________________________  
 

E-mail Address  ______________________________________________  
 

Fax (Home)  _________________________________________________  
 

Work Information 
 

Department  _________________________________________________  
 

Rank  _______________________________________________________  
 

Phone (work)  ________________________________________________  
 

Fax (work)  __________________________________________________  
 

Address (work)  ______________________________________________  
 

City & State (work)  ___________________________________________  
 

Zip Code  ____________________________________________________  
 
 Membership Type:                      Send Bulletin To:              Membership Dues:  
        circle one                                      circle one                      Active         $  35.00  
                                                                                                     Retired       $  15.00  
Active      Retired    Associate        Home      Work     E-mail         Associate     $100.00  

There is also a $10 late fee if dues are paid after April 1st 
Please mail completed Application with check or money order payable to:  

MIFDI 
Attn: Michael McLeieer, Treasurer 

PO Box 507 
Merrimac, MA 01860-0510 

Phone: (978) 346-4731 
E-mail:  mifditreasurer@escapeinc.org 



MEETING NOTICE 
The next meeting of MIFDI will be held on Wednesday, May 24, 2023 
hosted by the Waltham Fire Department courtesy of Chief Andrew 
Mullin. We will meet in the Waltham 9-1-1 Center 2nd floor training 
classroom located at 171 Lexington St. between the Central Fire  
Station and the Police Dept. MIFDI last met at Waltham in November 
2018. 
 

Our training will be on a new “Emergency Plug” created to shut down 
power to electric vehicles. When plugging it into the power charging 
port, it causes the vehicle sense it is in the charging mode and shuts 
down the operation. This prevents the vehicle from accidental starting 
and moving during emergency situations. 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
From Rt.128/I-95, take Exit 43A (Old Exit 27A) Totten Pond Rd. Follow 
Totten Pond Rd to the end and turn right on Lexington St. follow  
Lexington St a short distance and you will see the Municipal Center on 
the left. Enter the driveway to the left of the fire station, the 9-1-1  
Center entrance is behind the firehouse on the “D-side” of the 9-1-1 
Center. 
 

SCHEDULE: 
0930: Coffee, 1000: Presentation, 1130: Business Meeting, 1200: 
Lunch (Off site) 
 

PARKING: 
Members are asked to enter from the “D” side of the Central Fire  
Station and park along the fence down towards the training tower and 
in the training tower lot behind the fire station. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Beginning Balances for 01/03/2023        Bills Paid April 2023:  
Preferred C.U. Checking  $   121.56                  May MIFDI Bulletin  - Michael              $120.00 - 04/29 
Preferred C.U. Savings     $1,250.83                  100 128gb USB drives Return               ($145.99) - 04/07 
CapitalOneSav. Balance   $2,371.06                  30 16gb flash drives FDIC classes          $  73.92  - 04/08 
Total:                                  $3,743.45                                                                TOTAL:      $  47.93                                 
                                                                                           
50/50 Raffle  =  None                                                                                        
Winner  =  N/A                                                    Account Transfers: 
Net Proceeds from 50/50 Raffle = N/A              PCU Cking to Savings - $600.00 - 04/29/2023 
                                                                                                 
Total active members =  99     Mailings 
                  Dues paid thru 2031 =     1 
                  Dues paid thru 2030 =     1                                                   E-Mail - 70       Home -  20 
 Dues paid thru 2027 =     2                                                                             Work  -   9 
                  Dues paid thru 2024 =     4                                                                             Total:    99 
 Dues paid thru 2023 =   51                                
 Dues paid thru 2022 =   32 
                  Dues paid thru 2021 =     2 
                  Dues paid thru 2020 =     6 
 
Balances as of  05/06/2023                                                               Membership Totals:  99 
Preferred C.U. Checking:     $     274.85   56 Active -  39 Retired - 4 Associate 
Less uncleared checks:         $   (      0.00) 
PCU Cking. Balance:           $       274.85 
PCU Savings Balance:         $    1,851.10 
Capital One Sav. Balance:  $    2,371.84 
Total                                      $    4,497.79 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
There are no new members who recently joined MIFDI: 

•  
 
Treasurer Notes: 
                  (a)  Please remember to look at your mailing label for the PAID THROUGH date.  Thank you             
       to all of you who have  paid your dues.  Your 2023 were due in January, 2023.          
       Please add $10.00 for late renewals paid after April 1, 2023 for your 2023 dues  
                         
                  (b)  You may now use the 2023 membership application as your invoice.  It has              
        MIFDI’s tax ID number listed, for your accounts payable department to process the dues 
        payment.  Simply use the dues year or payment date as your invoice number. 
 
Respectfully submitted   
05/06/2023 
by Michael McLeieer, Treasurer - 978-346-4731 
Email:  mifditreasurer@escapeinc.org  
 
Thank you for your continued support and for the prompt payment of your dues!   
 
MIFDI will also accept credit card payments.  Contact Michael McLeieer for details. 

 
Active Member dues is $35 / Retired Member dues is $15 / Associate Member dues is $100 
 
Please remember to still add a $10 late fee for renewal dues paid after April 1st, 2023.  This fee does not apply to 
new members or for those who renewed before April 1, 2023. 

 
** If you are a Comcast internet subscriber, you may NOT be receiving the MIFDI monthly emails.  
Please contact me if you are not receiving your digital Bulletin and email notifications.  Thanks.  
Michael 
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MIFDI is now on Facebook.  Login to your Facebook account and search for  
Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors or visit      
www.facebook.com/mifdi.  Become a Facebook friend to MIFDI and receive up to date 
announcements right to your tablet, phone or computer.  You may also select the MIFDI 
Facebook link on the MIFDI website home page at www.mifdi.org 

Like MIFDI on Twitter @MIFDIFIRE or @MIFDI 

http://www.mifdi.org/


RECALL  OF MEETING  #2023-4 
 
The April meeting of MIFDI was held on Wednesday April 26, 2023. 
Our format for this meeting was a little different as MIFDI members 
participated in a presentation on PIPELINE SAFETY TRAINING 
FOR FIRST RESPONDERS. The program was provided by  
Paradigm Liaison Services held in a conference room at the  
Dedham Holiday Inn.  
 
The training on pipeline emergency’s was comprised of groups 
from fire, police, LEPC agencies, and contractors. This informative 
program included; videos, discussions and a computer exercise on 
handling an incident involving high-pressure pipeline incidents. 
 
(See this month’s Instructors Corner on Pg. 8)    
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RENEWAL of DUES or NEW MEMBERSHIPS may be addressed to: 
MIFDI - Attn:  Michael McLeieer, Treasurer 

PO Box 507, Merrimac, MA 01860-0510 
Phone:  (978) 346-4731 

PLEASE NOTE NEW Email:  mifditreasurer@escapeinc.org 
 

*Dues are $35.00 per year for Active members *($45 after April 1st) 
$15.00 for Retired members *($25 after April 1st) 

*100.00 per year for Associate members 
(which includes a 1/4 page of advertising in the MIFDI Bulletin and on the 

MIFDI website). 
 

* Membership dues are for one calendar year (January 1 through December 31). 
Dues are due by January 1st.  Add a $10.00 Late Fee after April 1, 2023. 
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LAST ALARM 

 
(Thankfully, nothing to report this month) 
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EMS Run 

“Laura’s Law” 
In 2016, Laura Levis was experiencing a severe asthma attack and went 
to the Main Entrance of Somerville Hospital only to find the doors 
locked after hours. Unable to locate the Emergency Department, the 34 
year old woman collapsed and died outside the hospital doors, only feet 
away from treatment. 
 

As a result of this tragic incident, Massachusetts has enacted “Laura’s 
Law” which requires hospitals in the Commonwealth to improve;  
lighting, signage, installing intercoms at all doors and assigning an  
address to the ED to show that they appear on GPS maps. 
 
Often times, we hear an ambulance dispatched to a hospital address for 
EMS and we wonder why the person just does not go inside? The truth 
is many hospital campuses have grown dramatically over the years 
with new additions, parking garages, satellite parking areas, etc. Also, 
since the events of 9/11 and the increase of mass shootings, hospital 
security efforts have significantly improved and rightfully so. Doors to 
unmanned lobby areas are now locked and secured.    
 
Most EMS professionals know the locations of all of the  
Emergency Department entrances in their region, the average public 
may not know, especially if they are from out of state. Hopefully the 
new Law will help prevent this tragic event that Laura endured from 
happening to others in need of emergency medical help. 
 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

May 21-27, 2023: NATIONAL EMS WEEK 
“Where Emergency Care Begins” 
 
May, 24, 2023: MIFDI – Waltham 
 
June 8-11, 2023: 2023 HAZ-MAT Response Team Conference 
Baltimore, MD                                 www.iafc.org   
 
June 11, 2023: Firefighters Memorial Sunday  
 
June 19-23, 2023: NFPA 2023 Convention & Expo 
Las Vegas, NV                                   www.nfps.org  
 
June 28, 2023: MIFDI  - FDIC Overview 
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• Fire, Police & Public Safety Personnel   

• Juvenile Justice & Court Personnel 

• Mental Health Professionals 

An on-line networking  
community for Firefighters, 
Inspectors, Instructors, &  

Juvenile Firesetting            
Intervention Professionals 

CONGRATULATIONS 
        

http://www.iafc.org
http://www.nfps.org


 REPORT of the PRESIDENT:  
Captain Mark W. Roche (Ret), Newton Fire Department 
 

Our April meeting was a little different as we joined with other groups 
participating in a Coordinated Response Exercise on Pipeline Safety 
Training for First Responders. I apologize to those who had trouble  
logging into the link due to a glitch; hopefully we were able to resolve 
the problem in time for everyone to attend. 
 
Stay safe and I hope to see you in Waltham on May 24. 
 

     
Waltham Fire Drill Tower 

 
 
 

“To Promote Fire Department Training & Education by the  
Mutual Sharing of Knowledge” 
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INSTRUCTORS CORNER  
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