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The Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors is a non-

profit organization and was established on September 30, 1959.              
MIFDI's mission is "to promote fire department training and  

education by the mutual sharing of knowledge".  

THE MIFDI OFFICERS - 2022 

President: Captain Mark W. Roche, Newton Fire Department  (Retired) 
Vice President: Deputy Chief Christopher Kelley, Concord Fire Department (Retired) 
Secretary: Vacant 
Treasurer: Firefighter / Instructor Michael McLeieer, Merrimac Fire Department (Retired) 
 
THE MIFDI BOARD of DIRECTORS 
Terms Expire 2022 
Chief Thomas Conway, III, Billerica Fire Department (Retired) 
Assistant Chief Robert MacKendrick, Lynnfield Fire Department (Retired) 
Chief Richard Gomes, Norton Fire Department (Retired) 
 
Terms Expire 2021 
Firefighter / Instructor Michael McLeieer, Merrimac Fire Department (Retired) (Past President) 
Chief James M. Vuona, Shrewsbury Fire Department 
 
EDITOR 
Firefighter / Instructor Scott D. Maker, Merrimac Fire Department (Retired) 
 
 
 

VISIT US ON THE WEB!   
www.mifdi.org 

E-MAIL– mifditreasurer@escapeinc.org 
 
 
 
 

©Copyright 2022, MIFDI 
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2023 Membership Application & Invoice  

Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2023  
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Membership Information 

   
Name  ______________________________________________________ 
 

Address  ____________________________________________________ 
 

City & State  _________________________________________________  
 

Zip Code  ___________________________________________________  
 

Phone (Home)  _______________________________________________  
 

E-mail Address  ______________________________________________  
 

Fax (Home)  _________________________________________________  
 

Work Information 
 

Department  _________________________________________________  
 

Rank  _______________________________________________________  
 

Phone (work)  ________________________________________________  
 

Fax (work)  __________________________________________________  
 

Address (work)  ______________________________________________  
 

City & State (work)  ___________________________________________  
 

Zip Code  ____________________________________________________  
 
 Membership Type:                      Send Bulletin To:              Membership Dues:  
        circle one                                      circle one                      Active         $  35.00  
                                                                                                     Retired       $  15.00  
Active      Retired    Associate        Home      Work     E-mail         Associate     $100.00  

There is also a $10 late fee if dues are paid after April 1st 
Please mail completed Application with check or money order payable to:  

MIFDI 
Attn: Michael McLeieer, Treasurer 

PO Box 507 
Merrimac, MA 01860-0510 

Phone: (978) 346-4731 
E-mail:  mifditreasurer@escapeinc.org 



MEETING NOTICE 
 
The December meeting of MIFDI will be our Annual Holiday Luncheon 
for members to get together during the holiday season. This “Social 
Luncheon” during the past few years has been very well received as we 
break bread and break some chops! 
 
The lunch will take place on Wednesday, December 21, 2022 @ 
11:45 am at the CAFÉ  ÉSCADRILLÉ, 26 Cambridge St, Burlington.  
We will have a table reserved from 11:45-1:30. They have a nice  
variety of lunch menu items reasonably priced.  
 
We hope to see many old faces attend as well as those members  
planning to retire in 2023 and moving to a new chapter in their life. 
For those who wish to attend, shoot me an email at  
captroche@aol.com or leave me a message at 617-418-0895 to ensure 
that we have adequate seating for our group.  
 
DIRÉCTIONS: 
From Rt.128/I-95, take Éxit 51A onto Rt.3 South towards Winchester. 
The restaurant is located a short distance on the left. There is plenty of 
free parking available.   
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Beginning Balances for 01/03/2022        Bills Paid November 2022: 
Preferred C.U. Checking  $   154.67                  Dec MIFDI Bulletin  - Michael               $120.00 - 11/26 
Preferred C.U. Savings     $1,097.27                  Roche Bros - Pastry - Mark - Meeting   $  11.97 - 11/16 
CapitalOneSav. Balance   $2,318.72                  Dunkin - Coffee - Mark - Meeting          $  45.99 - 11/16 
Total:                                  $3,570.66                                                                                      $177.96 
                                                                                                                              
50/50 Raffle  =  None                                                                                         
Winner  =  N/A                           Account Transfers: 
Net Proceeds from 50/50 Raffle = N/A                               PCU Savings to Cking -          $220.00 - 11/26 
                                                                                                 
Total active members =  92     Mailings 
                  Dues paid thru 2031 =     1 
                  Dues paid thru 2030 =     1                                                   E-Mail - 63       Home -  20 
 Dues paid thru 2027 =     2                                                                             Work  -   9 
                  Dues paid thru 2024 =     1                                                                             Total:    92 
 Dues paid thru 2023 =     8                                
 Dues paid thru 2022 =   69 
                  Dues paid thru 2021 =     3 
                  Dues paid thru 2020 =     7 
 
Balances as of  11/26/2022                                                                Membership Totals:  92 
Preferred C.U. Checking:     $      193.47   53 Active -  35 Retired - 4 Associate 
Less uncleared checks:         $   (      0.00) 
PCU Cking. Balance:           $        193.47 
PCU Savings Balance:         $     1,418.46 
Capital One Sav. Balance:  $     2,370.67 
Total                                      $     3,982.60 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
There are no new members who recently joined MIFDI: 
 

•  
 
 
Treasurer Notes: 
                  (a)  Please remember to look at your mailing label for the PAID THROUGH date.  Thank you             
       to all of you who have  paid your dues.  Your 2023 will be due in January, 2023.          
       Please add $10.00 for late renewals paid after April 1, 2022 for your 2022 dues  
                         
                  (b)  You may now use the 2022 membership application as your invoice.  It has              
        MIFDI’s tax ID number listed, for your accounts payable department to process the dues 
        payment.  Simply use the dues year or payment date as your invoice number. 
 
                 (c)   All 2022 dues payments mailed in Dec., Jan.., Feb. & March have been deposited..   
 
Respectfully submitted   
11/26/2022 
by Michael McLeieer, Treasurer - 978-346-4731 
Email:  mifditreasurer@escapeinc.org  
 
Thank you for your continued support and for the prompt payment of your dues!   
 
MIFDI will also accept credit card payments.  Contact Michael McLeieer for details. 

 
Active Member dues is $35 / Retired Member dues is $15 / Associate Member dues is $100 
 
Please remember to still add a $10 late fee for renewal dues paid after April 1st, 2022.  This fee does not apply to 
new members or for those who renewed before April 1, 2022. 

 
** If you are a Comcast internet subscriber, you may NOT be receiving the MIFDI monthly emails.  
Please contact me if you are not receiving your digital Bulletin and email notifications.  Thanks.  
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MIFDI is now on Facebook.  Login to your Facebook account and search for  
Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors or visit      
www.facebook.com/mifdi.  Become a Facebook friend to MIFDI and receive up to date 
announcements right to your tablet, phone or computer.  You may also select the MIFDI 
Facebook link on the MIFDI website home page at www.mifdi.org 

Like MIFDI on Twitter @MIFDIFIRE or @MIFDI 

http://www.mifdi.org/


RECALL OF MEETING #2022-11 
 
The November meeting of MIFDI was held on Wednesday  
November 16, 2022 hosted by the Natick Fire Department courtesy 
of Chief Jason Ferschke and Training Captain Justin Mellor. 
 
The training program was provided by Steve Janzen from PV-STOP. 
This very informative presentation began with a basic overview of 
the solar power system operation followed by an introduction and 
operation of the PV-STOP product designed to spray on the panels 
to isolate the system from continuing to generate power. PV-STOP 
is applied thorough a 2.5 gallon pressurized extinguisher from the 
safety of an aerial ladder or platform. This product will address the 
safety concerns of the rapidly growing solar-power industry and  
I expect to see this as part of the inventory of every fire department 
over the next few years. 
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RENEWAL of DUES or NEW MEMBERSHIPS may be addressed to: 
MIFDI - Attn:  Michael McLeieer, Treasurer 

PO Box 507, Merrimac, MA 01860-0510 
Phone:  (978) 346-4731 

PLEASE NOTE NEW Email:  mifditreasurer@escapeinc.org 
 

*Dues are $35.00 per year for Active members *($45 after April 1st) 
$15.00 for Retired members *($25 after April 1st) 

*100.00 per year for Associate members 
(which includes a 1/4 page of advertising in the MIFDI Bulletin and on the 

MIFDI website). 
 

* Membership dues are for one calendar year (January 1 through December 31). 
Dues are due by January 1st.  Add a $10.00 Late Fee after April 1, 2022. 
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LAST ALARM 
The Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors offers 
our condolences to the family and friends of the following firefighter 
who died in November;  
 
Lieutenant Leroy Hamilton of the Boston Fire Department died on 
November 22, 2022 at age 63 due to occupational cancer. 
 

          

                                                         
May He Rest In Peace  
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EMS Run 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
January 8-12, 2023: 2023 Chief’s Summit Leadership Conference 
Islamorada, FL                               www.chiefssummit.com  
 
January 14, 2023: Firefighter Safety & Survival Seminar 
Plaistow, NH                                    www.nefools.org  
 
January 17-18, 2023: FDSOA 2023 Health & Safety Conference 
St. Pete Beach, FL                           www.fdsoa.org  
 
January 25, 2023: MIFDI 
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• Fire, Police & Public Safety Personnel   

• Juvenile Justice & Court Personnel 

• Mental Health Professionals 

An on-line networking  
community for Firefighters, 
Inspectors, Instructors, &  

Juvenile Firesetting            
Intervention Professionals 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

The Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors offers 
our congratulations to the 110 firefighters from 17 departments  
honored during the 33rd Annual Massachusetts Firefighter of the Year 
Award Ceremony held on November 18, 2022 at Mechanics Hall in 
Worcester. 
 
Firefighters from the following fire departments were recognized 
this year for their heroic actions performed during the past year; 
 
ASHBY, BÉLLINGHAM, BÉRLIN, BOLTON, ÉASTHAM, FALL RIVÉR, 
FOXBOROUGH, HOPKINTON, LAWRÉNCÉ, LYNN, NAHANT, NATICK, 
NÉW BÉDFORD, NORTH ATTLÉBOROUGH, SPRINGFIÉLD,  
STOUGHTON, and TÉWKSBURY.  

 

                                         
    

http://www.chiefssummit.com
http://www.nefools.org
http://www.fdsoa.org


 REPORT of the PRESIDENT:  
Captain Mark W. Roche (Ret), Newton Fire Department 
 
I thank our November presenter Steve Janzen from PV-STOP for his 
program on the amazing new product designed to increase  
fireground safety for firefighters when operating at structures with 
rooftop solar arrays. I have included Steve’s contact information below 
for those interested in learning more about this product. Thanks also to 
Natick Chief Jason Ferschke and Training Captain Justin Mellor for 
hosting MIFDI at Natick’s impressive new Station 4.  
 

A reminder for members to not delay sending your annual dues        
payments for 2023.  With increasing costs of printing, postage,  
website fees and other expenses, this organization relies on the  
support of our membership to allow MIFDI to continue our mission to 
provide presentations and information to educate and inform us as fire 
service professionals. Dues remain at: $35 Active, $15  
Retired, $100 ASSOCIATÉ. Checks can be mailed to: MIFDI, P.O. Box 
507, Merrimac, MA 01860-0510.    
 

Stay safe and I hope to see you in Burlington on December21 for our 
Annual Holliday Luncheon. For those unable to attend, I wish you all 
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a safe New Year and hope to see 
more of you in 2023. 
 

NOTE: As we enter the winter season, be sure to check the MIFDI 
website for meeting cancellations due to inclement weather:  
www.mifdi.org  
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INSTRUCTORS CORNER  
 

Solar Panel Safety 
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