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The Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors is a non-

profit organization and was established on September 30, 1959.              
MIFDI's mission is "to promote fire department training and  

education by the mutual sharing of knowledge".  
THE MIFDI OFFICERS - 2014 

President: Captain Mark W. Roche, Newton Fire Department  
1st Vice President: Deputy Chief Brian F. Belliveau, Fitchburg Fire Department 
2nd Vice President: Chief Frank W. Fitzgerald, Jr., Malden Fire Department (retired) 
Secretary: Captain Edward (Ted) D. Quinn, Jr., Peabody Fire Department 
Treasurer: Firefighter / Instructor Michael McLeieer, Merrimac Fire Department 
 
THE MIFDI BOARD of DIRECTORS 
Terms Expire 2014 
Chief Thomas Conway, III, Billerica Fire Department 
Assistant Chief Robert MacKendrick, Lynnfield Fire Department (Retired) 
Chief Richard Gomes, Norton Fire Department (Retired) 
 
Terms Expire 2015 
Lieutenant George Churchill, Brockton Fire Department (retired) 
Firefighter / Instructor Michael McLeieer, Merrimac Fire Department (Past President) 
Chief James M. Vuona, Shrewsbury Fire Department 
 
EDITOR 
Firefighter / Instructor Scott D. Maker, Merrimac Fire Department 

VISIT US ON THE WEB!   
www.mifdi.org 

E-MAIL– michael.mcleieer@merrimacfire.com 
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Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors - Tax ID: 04-2307216 

2014 Membership Application & Invoice  
Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2014  
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Membership Information 

   
Name  ______________________________________________________ 
 

Address  ____________________________________________________ 
 

City & State  _________________________________________________  
 

Zip Code  ___________________________________________________  
 

Phone (Home)  _______________________________________________  
 

E-mail Address  ______________________________________________  
 

Fax (Home)  _________________________________________________  
 

Work Information 
 

Department  _________________________________________________  
 

Rank  _______________________________________________________  
 

Phone (work)  ________________________________________________  
 

Fax (work)  __________________________________________________  
 

Address (work)  ______________________________________________  
 

City & State (work)  ___________________________________________  
 

Zip Code  ____________________________________________________  
 
 Membership Type:                      Send Bulletin To:              Membership Dues:  
        circle one                                      circle one                      Active         $  25.00  
                                                                                                     Retired       $  12.50  
Active      Retired    Associate        Home      Work     E-mail         Associate     $100.00  

 
Please mail completed Application with check or money order payable to:  

 
MIFDI 

Attn: Michael McLeieer, Treasurer 
PO Box 507 

Merrimac, MA 01860-0510 
Phone: (978) 346-4731 

E-mail:  michael.mcLeieer@merrimacfire.com 

Your MIFDI Dues 

are due 
Jan. 1st 

or Join MIFDI for the first time. 



MARCH MEETING:. 
The March meeting of MIFDI will be held on Wednesday, March 26, 2014 and is 
our annual visit to the Massachusetts Department of Fire Services and the  
Massachusetts Firefighting Academy courtesy of State Fire Marshal Stephen D. Coan 
and MFA Director Shawn Murray. We will meet in the “Link classroom” located on 
the first floor between the original MFA building and the DFS building next to the 
cafeteria. 
We will be greeted by Marshal Coan with an update on the happenings at the  
Department of Fire Services and the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy including 
an update on the new Springfield facility.  We will then be introduced to the new 
MFA Director, Shawn Murray. Director Murray will provide us with a look at his fire 
service career as well as his vision for fire service training. We also hope to have 
MIFDI member, MFA Recruit Coordinator Bruce Gauvin give us an update on the 
new 3-group recruit training program and the impact on the improved efficiency of 
this concept. Deputy Director Joseph  Klucznik will offer a brief tour of some new 
props and mobile training units available for communities. This will be a great  
opportunity for members to invite their chief’s as guests of our meeting to answer 
questions regarding recruit training, waiting lists, etc. 
SCHEDULE:   
0900 Coffee, 1000 Introduction, 1130 Business meeting, 1200 Lunch. (Facility tour 
available). 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
FROM RT.128/I 95: Take Rt. 20 West to Rt. 27 in Wayland. Turn right on Rt. 27 and 
continue until Rt. 27 makes a right towards Maynard, DO NOT TURN RIGHT,   
continue straight for aprox 3-miles and the Academy will be on the right. 
FROM RT. 495 North: Take Rt. 85 (Exit 25) towards Hudson. At the traffic light turn 
left onto Rt.85. Turn right on Broad St. (First traffic light), and at the second traffic 
light turn right on Rt.62. Continue straight until Rt. 62 takes a left towards Stow, DO 
NOT TURN LEFT, continue straight for aprox 4-miles and the Academy will be on 
your left. 
FROM RT. 495 South: Take Rt.62 (Exit 26) into Hudson Center. Continue halfway 
around the rotary and continue on Rt.62 East. Continue straight until Rt.62 turns left 
towards Stow, DO NOT TURN LEFT, continue straight for aprox 4-miles and the 
Academy will be on your left. 
 
Ample parking is available in the upper-lot on the “D-Side” of the 
MFA campus. 
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SERVICE & MAINTENANCE 
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 
HOSE, NOZZLES & ADAPTERS 
FIREFIGHTING TOOLS & HARDWARE 
LIGHTING & ELECTRICAL 
RESCUE EQUIPMENT 
ACCESSORIES & SUPPLIES 

 
Our New Location: 
250 Cape Highway (Rt.44), Unit 6A, East Taunton, MA 02718 
PH. 781-341-1220, FAX 774-501-1034, EMAIL: 
info@edlyonsfire.com  
Visit Our Website: edlyonsfire.com 

mailto:info@edlyonsfire.com�


TREASURER’S REPORT 
Beginning Balances for 01/02/2014        Bills Paid February 2014 (Checking): 
Preferred C.U. Checking   $295.61                    March 2014 Newsletter - Michael          $120.00 - 02/28 
Preferred C.U. Savings      $161.40                    F.D.I.C. 2014 - Michael w/ ISFSI disc.  $495.00 - 02/11 
CapitalOne360 Savings  $2,736.34                     Dunkin Donuts-Meeting Coffee-Mark  $  32.08 - 02/26 
Total:                               $3,193.35                                                                       TOTAL:  $647.08                                                        
                                                                                                                              
50/50 Raffle =   $129.00                               Account Transfers: 
Winner  =   George Churchill - $64.00              None 
Net Proceeds from 50/50 Raffle =  $65.00                            
 
Total active members =   131     Mailings 
 Dues paid thru 2019 =    1                                                  E-Mail - 87        Home - 36 
                  Dues paid thru 2017 =    1                                                                             Work  -  8 
 Dues paid thru 2016 =    0                            131  
 Dues paid thru 2015 =    5 
 Dues paid thru 2014 =  76                                                             

Dues paid thru 2013 =  48                           
                               

Balances as of  03/10/2014                                                                Membership Totals:  131 
Preferred C.U. Checking:     $      252.73    91 Active -  34 Retired - 6 Associate 
Less uncleared checks:        ($         0.00) 
PCU Cking. Balance:            $      252.73 
PCU Savings Balance:          $      886.40 
CapitalOne Sav. Balance:    $   2,738.11 
Total                                       $   3,877.24  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
WE WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS WHO RECENTLY JOINED MIFDI: 
 
 Robert Cole - Deputy Chief - Billerica 
 Jay Henebury - Captain - Arlington 
 John Bourgeois - Lieutenant - Newton 
 Mark Sullivan - Captain - Bedford (Welcome back!) 
 
Treasurer Notes: 
                  (a)  Please remember to look at your mailing label for the PAID THROUGH date.  Thank you             
       to all of you who have  paid your dues.  Your 2014 dues are due in January, 2014.             
        Please add $10.00 for late renewals paid after April 1, 2014 for your 2014 dues. 
                  (b)  You may now use the 2014 membership application as your invoice.  It has              
        MIFDI’s tax ID number listed, for your accounts payable department to process the dues 
        payment.  Simply use the dues year or payment date as your invoice number. 
                 (c)  There were some name changes to our financial institutions in 2013.  All of our depository 
       accounts remain federally insured.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted   
03/10/2014 
by Michael McLeieer , Treasurer 
978-346-4731 
Thank you for your continued support and for your prompt payment of your dues!   
 
Please remember to add a $10 late fee for renewal dues paid after April 1st, 2014. 
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MIFDI is now on Facebook.  Login to your Facebook account and search for  
Massachusetts Institute of Fire Department Instructors or visit      
www.facebook.com/mifdi.  Become a Facebook friend to MIFDI and receive up to date 
announcements right to your PDA, Blackberry or computer.  You may also select the 
MIFDI Facebook link on the MIFDI website home page at www.mifdi.org 

http://www.mifdi.org/�


RECALL OF MEETING #573 
MIFDI 

February 26, 2014, Foxboro Public Safety Building 
 

President Mark Roche opened meeting at 10:00 am. On behalf of Chief Hatfield,  
Captain Dave Healey welcomed MIFDI to Foxboro Fire. 
 

President Roche introduced Captain Robert Duffy of Springfield Fire Department. 
Captain Duffy, who is also a roofer by trade, spoke about a product he researched and 
developed over three years called Quick Step Anchor. This device is a hands-free step 
for working on pitched roofs. This 18” x 12” (11lbs) device can also serve as an  
anchor point. Captain Duffy showed some videos about roof work and his device.  
If anyone is interested, contact Ed Lyons for a price (roughly $1200) and availability 
and there is also an article in October 2013’s Fire Rescue Magazine regarding this 
device, or you can check it out at www.quickstepanchor.com 
 

President Roche thanked Captain Duffy for his time and he again thanked Foxboro 
Fire and the meeting was temporarily adjourned at 11:00 and Captain Healey gave the 
group a tour of their station. 
 

Treasurer McLeieer handed out an e-mail and phone list and reminded that dues are 
now due. As well as a reminder about the Assistance to Firefighter Grants in Fire  
Prevention/Public Education/Safety, and that all will have to be a 5% match. 
 

John O’Donahue stated that we are all set for April 24th in Cambridge for our April 
meeting. He also stated that he was reappointed by Fire Marshal to sit on the Elevator 
committee. 
 

With regards to Good and Welfare, Earl Nash (Greenwood) is now working with Ed 
Lyons. There was an announcement from Vice President Brian Bellevue regarding his 
retirement, on March 17th, after 35 years: Job well done Brian. In addition,  
congratulation goes out to Beverly Fire Captain Michael McCadden who has been 
promoted to Deputy Fire Chief. 
 

There was some talk about the amount of deaths this winter, possibly due to  
alternative heating methods. Chris Kelly spoke about the double fatality of an elderly 
couple where a plow driver called in. 
 

Andy Connerty, the MIFDI representative to the Massachusetts Fire Training  
Council, stated that the Academy is still looking at purchasing apparatus and is  
waiting on the Assistance to Firefighter Grant for SCBAs. He further explained that 
the Academy is now scheduling in May for Recruit. There was some discussion  
regarding that fact that in order to graduate, recruits must pass FF I/II (with a chance 
to retest). This will be decided by community to community. The Springfield facility 
is moving along. There was further talk at the MFTC meeting regarding the  
Call/Volunteer program (not enough retention, after starting). 
 

There was a Motion to extend the term of MIFDI officers for another year, seconded 
and vote passed. Next meeting will be held at the MA Fire Academy on March 26th. 
Meeting adjourned and libations were held at Waxy O’Connor’s. 
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RENEWAL of DUES  or NEW MEMBERSHIPS 

may be addressed to: 
MIFDI - Attn:  Michael McLeieer, Treasurer 

PO Box 507 
Merrimac, MA 01860-0510 

Phone:  (978) 346-4731 
 

*Dues are $25.00 per year for Active members 
$12.50 for Retired members 

*100.00 per year for Associate members 
(which includes a 1/4 page of advertising in the MIFDI Bulletin and on the 

MIFDI website). 
 

Membership dues are for one calendar year (January 1 through December 31). 
Dues are due by January 1st.  Add a $10.00 Late Fee after April 1, 2014. 

http://www.quickstepanchor.com�
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LAST ALARM: 
The officers and members of the Massachusetts Institute of Fire  
Department Instructors offer our condolences to MIFDI member,  
Revere Firefighter and MFA Instructor Joseph Guarnera on the loss of 
his father Carmen on February 22, 2014. 
 
MAY HE REST IN PEACE 
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EMS Run 
Statewide increase in Heroin Overdoses  
 

A serious challenge facing first-responders and EMS providers is the amount 
of heroin overdoses that have recently occurred in Massachusetts. According 
to a recent tally, there have been over 185 heroin deaths since November. In 
addition, there has been a steady increase of non-fatal overdoses from heroin, 
and not just in urban areas, these overdoses are happening in every  
community and every demographic. The deaths from heroin are occurring at a 
much faster rate for young adults than vehicle accident deaths.   
 
Public health and law enforcement officials have attributed the increase in 
overdoses to; a potent strain of heroin making its way into the region;  
suppliers cutting or mixing the heroin with potent synthetic substances such 
as the painkiller fentanyl; another suspicion is that users are taking heroin 
with other prescription drugs such as Percocet. Heroin is now less expensive 
and more readily available than most other drugs. 
 
(PRESIDENTS NOTE) 
While state officials consider ways to address this growing epidemic, we 
as first-responders and EMS providers must be prepared to handle these 
emergencies. The call for “an unconscious male in his 20’s with unknown 
breathing status” should trigger the possibility of a drug related overdose. 
If your department is not equipped to administer Nasal Narcan, then it is 
time to seriously consider supplying this life-saving medication on all of 
your apparatus to counter the effects of the opiate overdose. This is a first
-responder skill, administered simply by spraying the medication 
through the patient’s nostrils. This medication works so well that the  
patient may awaken angry towards you for “spoiling their high”. As  
always, members must use extreme caution at any overdose call for the 
possibility of exposed needles on or around the patient.    



CONGRATULATIONS;  
 

Nothing to Report 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 

March 22, 2014: Statewide Exam- Fire Chief, Deputy Chief, District Chief 
Good Luck! 
 
March 26, 2014: MIFDI – DFS/MFA 
 
April 7-12, 2014: FDIC 2014 Conference & Expo 
Indianapolis, IN                                                  www.fdic.com 
 
April 23, 2014: MIFDI – Cambridge 
 
April 26, 2014: Statewide 2014 Firefighter Exam 
Application deadline is March 17                www.mass.gov/civilservice 
 
May 28, 2014: MIFDI – Merrimac - Annual F.D.I.C. Overview 
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Firesetting 
  Intervention  
    Resource  
      Exchange 
 
 

 Fire, Police & Public Safety Personnel   

 Juvenile Justice & Court Personnel 

 Mental Health Professionals 
 
 

www.fire-exchange.org  
 

Call Scott Maker, MFA Instructor,  
Firefighter/Merrimac Fire Department, with any questions you may 

have. 
 

269-492-3341 

An on-line networking  
community for Firefighters, 
Inspectors, Instructors, &  

Juvenile Firesetting            
Intervention Professionals 

http://www.fdic.com�
http://www.mass.gov/civilservice�


 REPORT of the PRESIDENT: 
Captain Mark W. Roche, Newton Fire Department 

The February meeting of MIFDI offered a demonstration and explanation of the 
“Quick-Step Anchor” designed by Springfield Fire Captain Robert Duffy to address 
the need for safety when operating on a pitched roof. I thank Captain Duffy for his 
presentation to MIFDI on this innovative safety tool. I also thank Eddie Lyons of Ed 
Lyons Fire Equipment for arranging this speaker for MIFDI. Special thanks to  
member Captain David Healy and the members of the Foxborough Fire Department 
for hosting MIFDI at Foxborough’s impressive new facility. 
 
A final reminder for members to submit your annual dues for 2014 MIFDI  
membership. Don’t put it off to avoid a lapse of your monthly bulletin. Make checks 
payable to MIFDI and mail it to P.O. Box 507, Merrimac, MA 01860. MIFDI dues 
remain a bargain at $25.00 for active, $12.50 for retired, and $100.00 for Associate. 
 
Stay Safe and I hope to see you at the academy on the 26th. . 
 

Capt. Rob Duffy demonstrating the “Quick-Step Anchor” 
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INSTRUCTORS CORNER: 
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	Preferred C.U. Checking   $295.61                    March 2014 Newsletter - Michael          $120.00 - 02/28
	Preferred C.U. Savings      $161.40                    F.D.I.C. 2014 - Michael w/ ISFSI disc.  $495.00 - 02/11
	CapitalOne360 Savings  $2,736.34                     Dunkin Donuts-Meeting Coffee-Mark  $  32.08 - 02/26
	Total:                               $3,193.35                                                                       TOTAL:  $647.08                                                       
	50/50 Raffle =   $129.00	    	                         Account Transfers:
	CapitalOne Sav. Balance:    $   2,738.11
	Total                                       $   3,877.24 
	WE WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS WHO RECENTLY JOINED MIFDI:
	Robert Cole - Deputy Chief - Billerica
	Jay Henebury - Captain - Arlington
	John Bourgeois - Lieutenant - Newton
	Mark Sullivan - Captain - Bedford (Welcome back!)
	Treasurer Notes:
	                  (a)  Please remember to look at your mailing label for the PAID THROUGH date.  Thank you             	      to all of you who have  paid your dues.  Your 2014 dues are due in January, 2014.   	         	       Please add $10.00 for late renewals paid after April 1, 2014 for your 2014 dues.
	                  (b)  You may now use the 2014 membership application as your invoice.  It has  	           	       MIFDI’s tax ID number listed, for your accounts payable department to process the dues 	       payment.  Simply use the dues year or payment date as your invoice number.
	                 (c)  There were some name changes to our financial institutions in 2013.  All of our depository 	      accounts remain federally insured. 
	Respectfully submitted  
	03/10/2014
	by Michael McLeieer , Treasurer
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